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Note. Since the article on the Origin and Progress of the French 
Language was printed, we have received from the learned and elegant 
correspondent, to whom we are indebted for it, the following note, 
which was accidentally omitted by him in making up the copy. The 
passage to which it refers, is on the 308th page. 

' A controversy has existed in regard to the authenticity of the poems 
attributed to Clotilde de Surville, which were published recently from 
manuscripts received as ancient, but supposed by some critics to be 
forgeries of the same description with those of Chatterton. The fol- 
lowing remarks on the subject, are by the Editor of the Poetes Francois 
jusqit' a Malherbe. 

" Les poesies de Clotilde offrent l'entrelacement des rimes masculines et 
feminines, regie a laquelle Marot, qui vecut cent ans apres elle, ne se 
conforma jamais. La na'(vet6, la verite des sentiments, la propriete des 
expressions, la liaison toujours naturelle des idees, beaucoup d'art dans les 
transitions, un style aussi elegant que correct, voila ce qui frappe le plus 
dans les poesies de Clotilde; et ce sont aussi toutes ces qualites, qu'on ne 
retrouve dans aucun ecrivain du temps, qui ont fait mettre en doute si elle 
en etoit vcritablement l'auteur.' In a note, he adds ; ' On peut voir dans 
l'cdition des poesies de Clotilde, publiee par M. Vanderbourg en 1802, in-8°, 
et reimprimee en 1804, in-12, les faits parfaitement etablis de cette interes- 
sante critique litteraire." 

'Bouterwek thinks that there is "no well grounded presumption" 
against the authenticity of these poems. If they be forgeries, the author 
was considerate enough to imitate, not only the ancient orthography of 
the age in which Clotilde lived, but the orthography of the south of 
France, where she was born and educated. Her mother was attached 
to the court of ' Gaston Phosbus, Comte de Foix et de Beam ;' and we 
find, on examination, that the orthography of Clotilde coincides precisely 
with that used in the poems of the abovenamed Gaston de Foix. They 
have pre-eminently the nasal g, which is seen also in the writings of 
Montaigne, and heard even at this day in the mouths of Southern 
Frenchmen. This ung, for un, and besoing for besoin, etc. etc. occur 
in both these authors ; whereas Alain Chartier, who imputes to Clotilde 
a rustic air, and who was a Norman, and studied at Paris, has a very 
different orthography in this and other respects.' 



